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Content warning: This report has information about violence, harm, discrimination, abuse, and risks to safety. There is some ableist language in this report from places that collect data about disability.
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Children and Young People with Disability Australia (CYDA) is the national representative organisation for children and young people with disability aged 0 to 25 years. We speak up for, work with, and listen to young people with disability, families and caregivers of children with disability, and advocacy and community organisations. 
Our vision is that children and young people with disability in Australia will fully exercise their rights, realise their aspirations, and thrive in all communities. 
We want to: 
· improve community attitudes and have higher expectations for access and inclusion
· champion initiatives that promote the best start for children with disability, and their families and caregivers
· lead social change to make education systems inclusive at all points across life stages
· advocate for systems that support disabled children and young people as they become adults 
· lead innovative initiatives to make sure we, and the disability sector, are sustainable and impactful.
There is currently no place that has all the recent statistics about children and young people with disability in Australia. 
We think this data is important and we want people to know about these statistics. As far as we know, our report is the first to present the most up-to-date information about children and young people with disability in Australia. We have found data about a range of topics, from a range of sources.
Some of the statistics in this report might be confronting or challenging, but they help us understand the current issues, challenges, and opportunities for children and young people with disability in Australia. 
We want our work to help children and young people with disability in Australia have better outcomes and opportunities.
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This report is about the experiences of children and young people with disability in Australia, aged 0–25. 
This is a plain language report. All of the references for the information and data we use are included with each topic. This is called endnotes. We have also put all the relevant information in the text instead of in footnotes. If you want to read the report version with footnotes and references in the sentences, you can read it on our website: <www.cyda.org.au>.
We want this report to help you understand and find information about children and young people with disability. The report is for a broad audience, including policy makers, service providers, researchers, and community members. 
This report has data about ten important topics, including early childhood, education, employment, and health and wellbeing. We chose these ten topics because they are the priority areas for improving outcomes for children and young people with disability that are in:
· the Disability Royal Commission’s final report 
· Australia’s Disability Strategy.
The data in this report shows evidence about the different experiences of children and young people with disability. Some children and young people face intersecting barriers to inclusion. This means they might be a child or young person with disability, who is also: 
· First Nations
· multicultural
· LGBTIQA+
· a woman or girl
· living in a regional or remote area. 
When there is data about their different experiences, we can use it to improve outcomes and access to supports.
This report also shows where there are gaps in the available datasets. The way data is collected and recorded does not always show the unique experiences of children and young people with disability. Some of the gaps in the data are:
· inconsistency in how disability is defined and measured
· limited age- and disability-specific data
· frequent exclusion of people with cognitive and psychosocial disability. 
These gaps mean that public reporting often does not show the diversity of the disability community, particularly among children and young people. 


We need data systems that:
· are co-designed with people with disability
· include all disability types
· capture lived experience in a strengths-based, meaningful, and ethical way.
This report does not have solutions or recommendations. Instead, this report has all the data in one place, so it is clearer and more accessible.
We want to support more informed, inclusive conversations and decisions that reflect the realities of children and young people with disability in Australia today.
Some issues with reports and data about disability 
The way that data about disability is collected, reported, and used can be different depending on the social, cultural, structural, and individual context. For example, some questions for data reporting ask people to self-identify their disability, and others give options to tick an answer. This means that you might give different answers based on:
· how you feel 
· how you identify
· how the question was asked
· what else is happening in your life. 

The way that disability is diagnosed and talked about can also be different depending on your gender, sex, or race. For example:
· diagnosis is different for young girls compared to young boys
· getting a diagnosis is harder for girls and women
· doing the same tests for everyone, or standardised testing, means that girls can get the wrong diagnosis or no diagnosis.

Often the way that data is collected about disability also doesn’t let people fully and accurately report their gender. This means there is not much data about what happens for nonbinary, trans, and gender diverse people. We want nonbinary and trans children and young people with disability to
· feel safe and included 
· have access to what they need. 

There is also not enough data about diverse groups. People sometimes understand or treat disability differently depending on their community or location. For example: 
· First Nations communities
· culturally diverse communities 
· communities in regional, rural, and remote areas. 

We want the data to show the differences that people experience depending on their communities and locations.

[bookmark: _Toc215482201][bookmark: _Toc216124281][bookmark: _Toc216166662][bookmark: _Toc223424402]How we made this report
We used data from a range of national, publicly available data sources to show the experiences of children and young people with disability in Australia. For example, we used data from:
· Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)
· Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) 
· National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA)
· relevant government and community sector reports.
We chose these data sources because they are easy to access, relevant to the topic, and give a broad picture of what is happening for children and young people with disability in Australia.
We used the latest available data. For example, if the report uses statistics from 2018, then this is the most recent data. 
Where available, we also included intersectional data. For example, the data is broken down by gender, culture, and location to give a more detailed understanding of how different groups are impacted.
Where possible, we used primary sources. This means data collected directly from surveys or other methods. 
We did not include academic literature in this report because that is not accessible to the general community, including young people with disability and their families. 
We did not include Australia’s Disability Strategy data reporting because it is from a range of sources, and does not focus on children and young people specifically. For more information and data from Australia’s Disability Strategy, please visit https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-disability-strategy/australias-disability-strategy-2021-2031-outcomes/contents/about.
We wanted to the report to show information that can help:  
· public understanding about children and young people with disability 
· service delivery for children and young people with disability 
· policy decisions that affect children and young people with disability.
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This report is about ten key topics, to show the experiences of children and young people with disability. 
To help you read the report and use the data, each section:
· is structured in a consistent way  
· explains why that topic is important
· has key data and statistics
· explains why the data is useful
· highlights the strengths, challenges, and service gaps for children and young people with disability
· has references for websites and documents with more information about that topic and the data. 
We also have sections about:
· words and how we use them in this report
· data gaps that we found
· laws and government policies that decide how the data is collected and used
· references to show where we got the data about all of the topics.
You can read this report from start to finish, or read about the topics that interest you.
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[bookmark: _Toc223424404][bookmark: _Toc216124283][bookmark: _Toc216166664]Glossary 
This section has some definitions and context about the words and terms we use in this report.
[bookmark: _Toc203733114]Acronyms
ABS: The Australian Bureau of Statistics shares data about lots of different topics in Australia, including disability. 
AIHW: The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare shares information about health and wellbeing in Australia. 
ECEC: Early Childhood Education and Care is about services and supports to look after children aged 0-5 and help them learn. 
NAPLAN: The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy is a test given to students in year 3, 5, 7, and 9.
NDIA: The National Disability Insurance Agency is the organisation that manages the NDIS. 
NDIS: The National Disability Insurance Scheme supports some disabled people in Australia, including children and young people.
TAFE: Technical and Further Education is a program that students can do before or instead of university. Students who do TAFE can get certificates or diplomas. 
VET: Vocational Education and Training means short courses that you can do through a TAFE. For example, there are VET courses in hospitality and construction. 
WHO: The World Health Organisation helps lots of countries work together to manage different diseases and emergencies. For example, COVID-19.
Children and young people with disability 
The age range for children and young people with disability in this report is 0-25 years. This is the same as the age range of our members.
We use  a combination of: 
· person-first language, for example, child or young person with disability
· identity-first language, for example, disabled young person. 
The disability community uses person-first and identity-first language to talk about disability.
[bookmark: _Toc203733115]Data 
Data or dataset means the information and statistics about people with disability in Australia that are publicly available. 
This data does not represent all people with disability.
Disability
There are different ways to define disability. In this report, we use the definitions from the sources of our information. We explain which definitions we are using.
We take a strengths-based approach to disability. This means we focus on skills instead of deficits, and possibilities instead of problems. This way we can acknowledge challenges, discrimination, and safety issues, while also looking at opportunities.
People with disability are unique and diverse. No two people with the same condition will have the same experiences, skills, or challenges. 
Disability can be:
· visible 
· invisible
· congenital (something you are born with) 
· acquired. 

Disability models
Social Model 
We use the Social Model of disability. This is about the barriers that stop people with disability from participating equally with non-disabled people. These barriers are created by society, not by the person with disability. Barriers can be physical, like stairs, but also invisible, like assumptions, or communicating in inaccessible ways. 
Human Rights Model 
We also support other models of disability like the Human Rights Model. The Human Rights Model recognises disability as a natural part of human diversity that must be respected and supported. The Human Right Model also says that people with disability have the same rights as everyone else in society.
Medical Model 
Many of the sources of information we present in this report use the Medical Model of disability. The Medical Model describes disability as a health condition that is treated by medical professionals. The Medical Model says a person with disability needs to be fixed or cured to be “normal”. The Medical Model is about a person’s impairment, deficits, or weaknesses rather than their strengths.
We do not support the Medical Model of disability.
[bookmark: _Toc203733116]
Disability reporting 
There are social, cultural, structural, and individual influences on how disability data is collected and reported. For example, some data sources: 
· allow people to self-identify disability
· present pre-determined categories to select. 
This can impact the data because not everyone will identify the same way. 
Diverse groups are under-represented in collected data
Gender, sex, and race impact if and how people are diagnosed. For example:
· diagnosis is different for young girls compared to young boys
· access to diagnosis is more challenging for girls and women
· girls with disability are often not diagnosed or given the wrong diagnosis. 
Disability can also be defined and perceived differently in First Nations and culturally diverse communities. 
Disability can be more stigmatised in regional, rural, and remote areas. 

Disability types and groups
When we use these terms in the report, we are referring to the definitions in the sources cited. Disability groups or types are used in some data sources to describe disability such as physical, psychosocial, intellectual, neurodivergent, sensory, or D/deaf or hard of hearing. 
[bookmark: _Toc203733117]Disability levels
Some sources also try to measure level of disability. For example, ABS uses the term “severe or profound disability” if a person:
· sometimes or always needs help with daily self-care, mobility, or communication activities
· has difficulty understanding or being understood by family or friends
· communicates more easily using sign language or other non-spoken forms of communication. 
Some sources also use “moderate” and “mild”  levels of difficulty. 
We do not support using these terms to make policy and funding decisions without thinking about other factors. For example, it is important to think about:
· diagnostic tools
· expert and therapeutic advice
· self-identification of disability
· support needs
· structural barriers or intersectionality. 
[bookmark: _Toc203733118]Intersectionality
Intersectionality is about how more than one thing about you can affect how you experience the world. These are called social and identity factors, for example your age, disability, culture, income, location, gender. The term intersectionality was developed by American civil rights advocate Kimberlé Crenshaw. 
Intersectionality describes how parts of your identity can overlap and you might experience more discrimination and/or marginalisation. 
Intersectionality is also about how different combinations of identity and social location make you more disadvantaged (or protected) than if we only think about your identity or your location. 
For example, you might find it harder to access services if you have all of these things, instead of just one, if you:
· are a young person who identifies as LGBTIQA+
· live in a regional area
· have a psychosocial disability.

We want society to understand all the parts of people, to understand the impact of who you are, where you are, and how much power you have in your life. 

[bookmark: _Toc216124284][bookmark: _Toc216166665][bookmark: _Toc223424405][image: ]Key topics 
1. [image: ]Demographics: This data is about children and young people with disability in Australia, for example: where they live, their disability, what support they need, how many people are in their family.
2. Early childhood education and care: This data is about children from 0-8, what they do, and their access to early childhood education.
3. [image: ]Education: This data is about children and young people with disability and their access, support and barriers for primary, secondary, and tertiary education.
4. [image: ]Employment: This data is about the employment experiences of young people with disability, for example: type of work, access to support, barriers and discrimination in workplaces.
5. [image: ]Health and wellbeing: This data is about the physical, mental, and emotional health of children and young people with disability, including where and how they access healthcare services.
6. [image: ]Housing, transport and infrastructure: This data is about accessibility and suitability of housing, transport, and community infrastructure for children and young people with disability. 
7. [image: ]Income and finance: This data is about income and finances of children and young people with disability and their families, including income support, cost of living pressures, and access to financial resources.
8. [image: ]NDIS: This data is about how children and young people with disability access the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS), including eligibility, use of funded supports, participant goals, and unmet needs.
9. [image: ]Safety and justice: This data is about where children and young people with disability are or are not safe, including if they are experiencing violence, abuse, neglect, and exploitation.
10. [image: ]Social and community participation: This data is about how children and young people with disability are involved in everyday community life, including social activities and volunteering. 
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1. Demographics
12.1% of children and young people aged 0–24 in Australia had disability in 2022. This is an increase from 2018. The percentage was higher among boys (13.7%), and young people aged 15–24 (13.9%). 
Of the 12.1% of children and young people:
· around 6.0% had a profound or severe disability
· autism was far more common (3.1%) than for older Australians (0.3%)
· over two thirds needed assistance with everyday activities
· more than half had multiple types of disability
· many lived in low-income or single-parent households
· over one third lived with a parent who had disability.

2. Early childhood education and care
Children with disability are under-represented in early childhood education and care:
· only 1% receive Inclusion Support Program funding despite around 20% having developmental or learning needs.
· 6.3% of preschool enrolments were children with disability in 2022
· 5.4% aged 0–5 attended approved childcare services in 2022. 
Even though most families reported feeling welcomed in early childhood education and care settings:
· nearly one in three children were excluded from excursions or activities
· one in five had been refused enrolment
· one in four had their hours restricted. 

Most parents believe early childhood education and care services should provide reasonable adjustments and inclusive practices to ensure disabled children can participate fully. 

3. Education
Children and young people with disability are more likely to have barriers to education, from primary schooling through to higher education. 
The data about schools in Australia show:
· around one in ten school students have disability
· one in eighteen school students have severe or profound disability. 

Most children and young people with disability went to mainstream schools, but many experienced exclusion, limited support, and lower educational attainment. For the children and young people at mainstream schools: 
· nearly 60% reported difficulties at school
· three quarters had experienced bullying or exclusion 
· one in five were excluded from excursions or activities 
· 15% were suspended or expelled
· less than half felt supported to learn
· 40% needed more help than they received. 

Students with disability are under-represented in higher education, making up just 10% of enrolments. Students with disability in higher education reported lower rates of satisfaction, belonging, and completion. Satisfaction, belonging, and completion rates were worse for students:
· with severe or profound disability
· with psychosocial disability
· who are First Nations 
· who live in regional areas.

4. Employment
58.3% of young people with disability participate in the labour force, but when compared with their peers without disability, they have:
· lower employment rates (46.6%) 
· higher unemployment rates (19.3%).
Employment has improved over time. It has increased from 39.6% in 2018. Young people with disability are twice as likely to be unemployed and more likely to be underemployed. 
Only 62% of Vocational Education and Training graduates with disability were employed after training, compared with 87% of all graduates. 
Only 19% of young NDIS participants were in work. Many are underemployed or in transition despite being job-ready. The rates were lower for young people with disability who:
· have psychosocial disability
· have severe disability
· are young women
· live in regional areas.

5. Health and wellbeing 
Children and young people with disability often have multiple long-term health conditions. For young people with disability aged 15-24:
· 38% reported having three or more long-term health conditions
· 67% reported having a mental health condition
· anxiety was especially common: one in five overall, and one in six for females
· 77% reported living with at least one chronic condition. 
While using health services was common, many young people with disability had challenges to accessing appropriate and inclusive care, particularly for mental health. This is despite young people aged 12–24 being almost one-quarter of all Australians who use Medicare-subsidised mental health services.
6. Housing, transport and infrastructure
Young people with disability were more likely to live with family. The data shows that for young people with disability aged 15-24:
· 8 in 10 were living in their parent’s home
· 5% received home modifications 
· 1 in 8 reported having to move house in the past year, often due to their disability. 
Disability is linked to higher rates of homelessness. The data shows:
· half of young people experiencing homelessness reported a disability
· people with disability are more likely to experience repeat homelessness. 
Barriers to physical infrastructure are still widespread. More than one in four people with disability reported difficulty accessing buildings, most often shops, banks or medical facilities. 
For public transport, the data shows that for young people with disability, almost one in five were unable to use any form of transport. Common barriers for using public transport included steps, lack of seating, or fear and anxiety. These challenges were greatest for young people with severe or profound disability.
7. Income and finance 
Young people with disability are more likely to have low personal and household income. For young people with disability the data shows that:
· 68% earn below-average income levels. This rises to 77% for those with severe or profound disability
· the median personal income was just $575 per week, almost half that of people without disability
· many relied on income support, yet access remains limited. 
Nearly half of Disability Support Pension claims are rejected each year, and around 40% of recipients live below the poverty line. Rising costs of living, healthcare, and housing makes it harder. 85% of young people in NSW described their financial situation negatively. Just 0.1% of Australian rental properties are affordable for someone on the Disability Support Pension.

8. National Disability Insurance Scheme
398,000 children and young people currently receive NDIS support. Over half of all NDIS participants were under 18. 

Many children and young people had goals related to learning, social participation, and work, but more than 83% still had unmet needs. The unmet needs were most common for:
· therapy (51%)
· school-based supports (44%)
· support workers (36%). 
Children aged 9–17 experienced up to 50% more unmet needs than younger children, and gaps were greater for those with cognitive or psychosocial disability. There were more barriers to access and adequate support for:
· families on low incomes
· families in regional or culturally diverse communities
· girls
· children with intellectual disability.

9. Safety and justice 
Children and young people with disability are:
· three to four times more likely to experience abuse or violence than their peers without disability
· reporting violence at a rate of around one in four in the past year
· twice as likely to be exposed to domestic and family violence
· nearly one-third of all children in child protection and out-of-home care. 
Almost one in five young people with disability reported experiencing discrimination, most often from service staff, strangers, or employers. 
Over half of young people aged 15–34 with disability avoided situations because of fear, stigma, or inaccessibility. They avoided:
· visiting family or friends
· using public transport
· attending medical facilities.
Two thirds of young people with psychosocial disability avoided situations because of fear, stigma, or inaccessibility. Rates were higher for young people who are:
· First Nations
· LGBTIQA+
· female. 
Young women with disability are twice as likely to experience sexual violence than their peers without disability.
10. Social and community participation
Many young people with disability are active in their communities. 
24% of all volunteers in Australia have disability, that is 1.5 million people. 
29.7% of young people aged 18-24 do volunteering, but rates of volunteering for young people with disability specifically are unknown. 
Children with disability are over three times more likely to take on caring roles than their peers without disability (6.1% compared with 1.7%). 
Most young people with disability reported regular contact with family and friends. The data shows that for young people with disability:
· 70% reported seeing family or friends at least weekly 
· nearly 60% reported having daily non-visit contact. 
44% of young people with disability said they would like more contact. However, over two-thirds (68%) of young people with disability faced barriers to community participation. The most common barriers were:
· cost (66%)
· anxiety (57%)
· lack of satisfaction with community (44%) 
· loneliness (29%)
· social isolation (21%).
Despite these challenges, 60% reported being satisfied with their level of social and community participation.
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1. [bookmark: _Toc223424407][bookmark: _Toc216124287][bookmark: _Toc216166668][image: ] Demographics 
This section has data about how many children and young people with disability are in Australia. The demographic data tells us about their:
· age
· disability 
· need for assistance
· family context. 
Why it matters: We can use demographic data to show patterns about people. This helps us know more about what different groups of people need. Demographic data helps us describe who are the children and young people with disability in Australia today. 
	About the data
Data in this section is from the Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers by the ABS. The survey defines disability as:
· any limitation, restriction or impairment which restricts everyday activities 
and 
· has lasted, or is likely to last, for six months or more.
In this data, the age range for children and young people is 0-24 years.


[bookmark: _Toc203733126][bookmark: _Toc216124288][bookmark: _Toc216166669][bookmark: _Toc223424408]How many children and young people have disability?
In 2022: 
· one in ten children and young people had disability. That is: 
· 12.1% of all children and young people, or 946,300 people
· an increase from 2018 when it was 8.3%, and 2015 when it was 7.8%.
· one in sixteen children and young people had a profound or severe disability. That is:
· 6.0% of all children and young people
· more than there were in 2018, when it was 4.1% 
· showing more people need support.
· most, or 67.8% of children and young people with disabillity needed assistance with everyday activities.
· more than one in three, or 37.5% of children and young people with disability lived with a parent who also had disability. 
· disability was more common for young people than children. The data shows that:
· 11% of children aged 0-14 had disability
· 13.9% of young people aged 15-24 had disability. 

· Autism was more common for children and young people than older people:
· 3.1% of people under 25 were Autistic
· 0.3% of people over 25 were Autistic. 

The data about sex at birth in 2022 shows that:
· boys and young men were more likely to have disability than girls and young women
· 13.7% of boys and young men had disability
· 10.5% of girls and young women had disability. This is an increase since 2015.
· nearly twice the number of boys between 0-14 had disability than girls
· 13.3% of boys had disability
· 8.5% of girls had disability.
· the number of young men and young women between 15-24 who had disability was about the same
· 14.5% of young men had disability
· 13.3% of young women had disability.
[bookmark: _Toc203733127][bookmark: _Toc216124289][bookmark: _Toc216166670][bookmark: _Toc223424409]What is the disability status of children and young people?
The ABS says that disability status is about “the severity of limitations experienced by people with disability”. In 2022:
· one in sixteen children and young people had a profound or severe limitation. That is:
· 6.0% of all children and young people
· more than there were in 2018, when it was 4.1% 
· more than there were in 2015, when it was 3.4%.
· 2.8% of children and young people had a moderate or mild limitation. That is more than there were in 2018, when it was 2%.
· one in twelve children and young people had a schooling or employment restriction. That is:
· 8.4% of all children and young people
· more than there were in 2018, when it was 5.9%
· more than there were in 2015, when it was 5.2%.

The data about sex at birth in 2022 shows that:
· boys and young men were more likely than girls and young women to have a profound or severe limitation. This difference has increased over time, as well as both groups having higher numbers since 2015 when
· 7.4% of boys and young men had a profound or severe limitation 
· 4.7% of girls and young women had a profound or severe limitation. 
· boys who were 0-14 years had almost double the rate of profound or severe limitation compared with girls
· 8.5% of boys had a profound or severe limitation 
· 4.8% of girls had a profound or severe limitation. 
· there wasn’t much difference for the rate of young people aged 15-24 with a profound or severe limitation
· 5.5% of young men had a profound or severe limitation 
· 4.5% of young women had a profound or severe limitation.
The data for age groups shows that profound or severe limitations were most common in middle childhood, where 
· one in thirteen, or 7.9%, of children aged 5-9 had a profound or severe limitation 
· 8.2% of children aged 10-14 had a profound or severe limitation.
[bookmark: _Toc203733128][bookmark: _Toc216124290][bookmark: _Toc216166671][bookmark: _Toc223424410]What type of disability do children and young people have?
The data shows that in 2022:
· learning and understanding disability was the most common
· 6.6% of young people had a learning and understanding disability. This is more than there were in 2018, when it was 4.2%.
· 5.7% of children and young peope had psychosocial disability. This is more than there were in 2018, when it was 3.5%.
· 4.0% of children and young people said they had physical restrictions. This is more than there were in 2018, when it was 2.5%.
· 3.6% of children and young people had sensory and speech disability. This was the least common disability but it was more than there were in 2018, when it was 2.6%.
· boys and young men were nearly twice as likely as girls and young women to have a learning and understanding disability
· 8.3% of boys and young men had a learning and understanding disability
· 11.3% of boys aged 10-14 had a learning and understanding disability. This was the highest rate. 
· 4.9% of girls and young women had a learning and understanding disability
· younger boys aged 0-14 were more likely to have a sensory and speech disability than girls
· 5.4% of boys had a sensory and speech disability
· 3.4% of girls had a sensory and speech disability.
· psychosocial disability was more common for young people aged 15-24 than for children aged 0-14
· 7.2% of young people had psychosocial disability
· 4.7% of children had psychosocial disability.
· physical disability was more than twice as common for young people aged 15-24 than for children aged 0-14
· 6.1% of young people had physical disability 
· 2.6% of children had physical disability.
[bookmark: _Toc203733129][bookmark: _Toc216124291][bookmark: _Toc216166672][bookmark: _Toc223424411]Do children and young people have co-existing disability?
People can have multiple disabilities at the same time that are different types of disability. In 2022:
· children and young people with disability had multiple disabilities 
· over half, or 51.6% of children and young people had two or more types of disability. This is more than there were in 2018, when it was 43.1%.
· more than one in four, or 27.7% of children and young people had three or more disabilities. This is more than in 2018, when it was 21.8%.
· children and young people with profound or severe disability were almost twice as likely to have multiple disabilities
· 70.8% of children and young people with profound or severe disability had multiple disabilities 
· 38.6% of children and young people with moderate or mild disability had multiple disabilities
· one in four, or 28.4% of children and young people had both a learning and understanding disability and a psychosocial disability. This is more than it was in 2018, when it was 23.0%.
· younger children were more likely to have combined learning and sensory or speech disability
· 21.9% of children aged 0-14 had combined learning and sensory or speech disability
· 11.6% of young people aged 15-24 had combined learning and sensory or speech disability
· a smaller group, 16.7% of children and young people had only a learning and understanding disability. This is less than it was in 2018, when it was 19.9%.
[bookmark: _Toc203733130][bookmark: _Toc216124292][bookmark: _Toc216166673][bookmark: _Toc223424412]Do children and young people with disability need assistance?
The data shows that in 2022:
· more than two-thirds of children and young people with disability needed help with at least one activity of daily life. That is 67.8%, or 641,400 people.
· This is how many children and young people needed support with these thiings:
· 52.8% needed support for cognitive or emotional tasks
· 33.7% needed support  for mobility 
· 31.6% needed support for verbal communication
· 27.2% needed support for self-care 
· 24.6% needed support for health care.

The data about age groups shows that:
· children aged 0-14 were more likely than young people aged 15-24 to need assistance
· 70.9% of children with disability needed assistance
· 63% of young people with disability needed assistance.
· three in five, or 59.2%, of children aged 0-14 needed help with core activities
· one in three, or 35%, of young people aged 15-24 needed help with core activities.

The data about sex at birth in 2022 shows that:
· boys and young men were more likely to need assistance than girls and young women 
· 71.5% of boys and young men with disability needed assistance
· 62.0% of girls and young women with disability needed assistance. 
· boys 0-14 had the highest need for support
· 75.2% of boys with disability needed support
· young women aged 15-24 had the lowest need for support
·  59.6% of young women with disability needed support.
· emotional and cognitive support needs were common for boys aged 0-14
· 60.5% of boys needed emotional and cognitive support
· just over half, or 50.5% of girls needed emotional and cognitive support. 
641,400 young people with disability needed assistance. Of these almost nine in ten, or 89.9% of young people with disability got some level of support, but:
· more than six in ten, or 61.7% of young people said they needed more help 
· almost 3% of young people with disability said they did not have their needs met at all.
Unmet needs is an important issue because almost 9 in 10, or 83%, of children with disability have unmet needs for support. Children and young people with disability are not getting the support they need for:
· therapy
· school-based support
· support workers.
 
The reasons they don’t get the support are often about 
· NDIS plan exclusions
· limited provider availability
· cost.
[bookmark: _Toc203733131][bookmark: _Toc216124293][bookmark: _Toc216166674]

[bookmark: _Toc223424413]What does the data show about families and carers? 
The data shows that in 2022 there were nearly 697,100 families in Australia with at least one child or young person aged 0-24 with disability. This is an increase of almost 200,000 families since 2018 when it was 502,300 families.

The data shows that for these families:
· one in five, or 21.1%, of these families had more than one child or young person with disability 
· 60.5%, or most of children and young people with disability lived in couple-parent families
· almost one in three, or 29.8%, of children and young people with disability were in one-parent families
· 22.7%, or one in four young people with disability aged 15-24 lived in other family types like:
· with a partner
· as a lone person
· in non-parent households.
About the parents, the data shows that:
· 41.1% of young people with disability aged 15-24 were most likely to have a parent with disability
· 37.5%, or one in three children aged 0-14 with disability also had a parent with disability.
About income, the data shows that families of children and young people with disability were more likely to experience disadvantage. 
The data about income is by quintile which means the data about all people and income was put in five groups. Each group or quintile has 20% of all the people. For families with children and young people with disability:
· 16.4% or one in six families were in the lowest income quintile
· 11.4% or one in ten families were in the highest income quintile.

About carers, the data shows that:
· there were 3 million carers in Australia in 2022, that is:
· around one in eight or 11.9% of people living in households
· more than it was in 2018, when it was 10.8%.
· 1.2 million people were primary carers
· nearly half or 43.8% of carers had disability themselves 
· there were 391,000 carers under age 25. This is a big increase since 2018, when there were 235,300 young carers.
· it was more common for women to be carers than men:
· 12.8% of females were carers 
· 11.1% of males were carers.

	What about intersectionality? 
First Nations
The 2025 data shows that 66,700 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 5-20 years had disability. In that group of 66,700 people:
· six in ten, or 60.0% had difficulty learning and understanding things
· four in ten, or 43.8% had a psychosocial disability
· around a quarter, or 27.0% had a sensory and speech disability
· a quarter, or 24.6% had a physical restriction.
LGBTIQA+
The ABS data shows that 4.9% of people with a disability identified as LGBTIQA+ in 2022. 
There is other data that shows a higher rate. People with Disability Australia data in 2024 shows that:
· one-third of LGBTIQA+ people had a disability
· one in four non-LGBTIQA+ people had a disability. 
ABS data shows that about 4.5% of all Australians aged 16 and older identify as LGBTIQA+. Six in ten, or 59.4%, of that group are aged between 16-34. 
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2. [bookmark: _Toc223424414][bookmark: _Toc216124294][bookmark: _Toc216166675][image: ] Early childhood education and care
Content note: This section has data about bullying, exclusion, and discrimination.
This section has data about children with disability in early childhood education and care (ECEC), how they participate, and whether their needs are being met. 
Why it matters: The early years of life are important for a child’s development and their long-term wellbeing. If ECEC is inclusive, it can improve outcomes for a child’s:
· health
· learning
· social participation.
 
However, there are barriers for many children with disability that stop them accessing early childhood services, including:
· not enough places providing care that are inclusive 
· inconsistent support in different settings
· not enough funding. 

Access to diagnosis, or finding out about disability, can also be a barrier, especially for:
· women and girls
· people in regional, rural, and remote communities
· First Nations communities.

	[bookmark: _Toc203733147][bookmark: _Toc216124295][bookmark: _Toc216166676]About the data
Data in this section is from 
· government data
· AIHW
· a survey that we did about ECEC. 


[bookmark: _Toc223424415]What does the data show about funding and support?
The Inclusion Support Program is the main funding for ECEC services to be more inclusive for all children with disability. The Inclusion Support Program does not give funding to dedicated preschools and in-home care. ECEC services have to apply for Inclusion Support Program funding. 
Only 1% of children in ECEC services had applications for this funding lodged on their behalf in 2022-23. Many children are likely to miss out on funding and support. Around 20% of children have:
· learning difficulties
· developmental issues
· disability.
[bookmark: _Toc203733148][bookmark: _Toc216124296][bookmark: _Toc216166677][bookmark: _Toc223424416]Do children with disability go to preschool?
The data shows that:
· in 2022 there were 14,000 chlidren with disability enrolled in preschool. That is 6% of all enrolments in preschool. 
·  in 2021 one in twenty, or 5.4% of children aged 0-5 had disability in government-approved child care services 
· in 2019, children with disability were 6.8% of preschool enrolments. 
[bookmark: _Toc223424417][bookmark: _Toc203733149][bookmark: _Toc216124297][bookmark: _Toc216166678]What stops children with disability from being included in ECEC? 
We did a survey in 2022 about ECEC. The data showed that the majority of people thought their child was welcomed in ECEC settings, but they also told us about:
· bullying
· exclusion
· when their child wasn’t included in activities like swimming, music, or playgroup. 

The data showed that, for parents and caregivers:
· most families felt positive about inclusion
· more than eight in ten, or 83%, agreed that their child was made to feel welcome in ECEC services 
· nearly eight in ten, or 78%, said that they felt welcome in ECEC services
· exclusion and discrimination were common
· nearly one in three, or 30%, said their child had been left out of excursions, events, or activities
· 30% said their child was bulllied by other children or staff
· one in five families, or 20%, said their child was not allowed to enrol
· one in four, around 25%, said their child was only allowed to attend restricted hours at ECEC services.

The data shows it is important to have education choices for preschool for children with disability. For parents and caregivers: 
· most families believe there should be no exclusion in ECEC
· more than three-quarters, or 77%, agreed that children with disability should not be discriminated against or excluded in ECEC
· more than two-thirds, or 68%, felt that all ECEC services should have to make reasonable adjustments and supports so children with disability can learn in the same classroom with their peers
· 68% agreed that a child should always be enrolled if they have a disability or not. 

	What is missing in the data?
The data does not show how many children tried to get Inclusion Support Program funding but didn’t get it. The data also doesn’t show how much unmet need there is for different service types and locations.

The data has information about enrolments and participation, but it does not measure the quality or consistency of inclusive practices, for example:
· adjustments
· staff capability
· participation in learning activities.

The data does not show how disability intersects with: 
· First Nations identity
· cultural and linguistic diversity
· socioeconomic status
· location.

There is no system for national data about: 
· waiting lists for inclusive ECEC services 
· if specialised support staff are available
· the differences in what services you can go to in metropolitan, regional, and remote areas.


[bookmark: _Toc203733150]
	Further information
You can see what we wrote for the Productivity Commission's inquiry into Early childhood education and care on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-response-to-the-productivity-commissions-inquiry-into-early-childhood-education-and-care>


References about early childhood education and care
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Content note: This section has data about bullying, exclusion, and discrimination.
This section is about what it is like for children and young people with disability in education.  
Why it matters: We need more inclusive education in Australia. Inclusive education means that every child and young person has a right to be included in general education places. We need education places to change their ways of teaching to make sure all children and young people can participate.
When children and young people with disability are included in mainstream education, it costs less and improves outcomes for all students. Australia’s Disability Strategy 2021-31 and Disability Standards for Education say that mainstream education must be inclusive. However, there is segregation and discrimination in education for many children and young people with disability. Many disabled children and young people experience bullying and lower rates of attendance and retention at school. Retention means young people stay at school and finish their education.
	About the data
Data in this section is from 
· government data
· AIHW
· ABS
· surveys that we did about education
· a youth survey by Mission Australia. 



[bookmark: _Toc203733152][bookmark: _Toc216124299][bookmark: _Toc216166680][bookmark: _Toc223424419]What does the data show about engagement in education?
Around 380,000 children aged 5-18 with disability were enrolled in primary or secondary school in 2018. The data shows that:
· one in ten, or 10%, of students had disability
· nearly one in eighteen, 5.4% or 206,000 of students, had severe or profound disability
· boys were more likely than girls to have disability
· 12%, or 227,000 male students had disability
·  8.2%, or 154,000 female students had disability.

The data shows that in 2020:
· people with disability were more likely to leave school earlier
· over one in four, or 26%, did not go past Year 10 
· fewer than one in five, or 18%, of people without disability did not go past Year 10 
· just over one in three, or 36%, of people with disability aged 15-64 finished Year 12
· three in five, or 60%, of people without disability finished Year 12
· 38% of young people aged 15-24 with disability were fully engaged in work or study, compared with 56% of young people without disability.

The data in 2022 shows some progress:
· nearly three-quarters, or 74.3%, of young people with disability aged 20-24 had completed Year 12
· but this is still less than around nine in ten, or 87.4% of young people without disability.
Most students with disability were educated in mainstream schools in 2018. The data shows that of the 89%, or 338,000 who went to mainstream schools:
· the majority, or 71% went to only regular classes in a mainstream school 
· nearly one in five, or 18% were in special classes within a mainstream school 
· 12% went to separate special schools.
[bookmark: _Toc203733153][bookmark: _Toc216124300][bookmark: _Toc216166681][bookmark: _Toc223424420]What does the data show about bullying and exclusion?
Bullying and exclusion are common for students with disability. Our survey about education in 2024 shows that:
· three in four, or 75% of students with disability reported being bullied
· 72% of students with disability were excluded from school activities or events.
These numbers have increased since 2022, when 70% of students reported bullying and 65% reported exclusion.
Our surveys in 2022 and 2023 show that for students with disability:
· only half, or 54% felt welcome and included at school
· seven in ten, or 70% said they were excluded from school activities
· two-thirds, or 65% reported being bullied 
· just over one in four, or 27% felt supported to learn 
· only around one in three, or 35% of families believed teachers and support staff had adequate training to support their child.
The data from Mission Australia’s youth survey in 2020 showed that:
· young people with disability aged 15-19 were more than twice as likely to experience bullying in the previous 12 months
· 43% of young people with disability aged 15-19 experienced bullying
· 19% of young people without disability experienced bullying 
· bullying included:
· physical bullying, like hitting and punching
· cyberbullying, like hurtful messages, pictures, or comments.
[bookmark: _Toc203733154][bookmark: _Toc216124301][bookmark: _Toc216166682][bookmark: _Toc223424421]What does the data show about schooling restrictions and difficulties?
The data shows that in 2022, for children and young people aged 5-20 with disability:
· a small but significant proportion went to segregated schools
· one in ten, or 10% or 57,800, went to a specialist school, or special school. The rates were similar for boys (11.8%) and girls (9.4%)
· nearly one in five, 18.3% or 106,000, attended special classes at a mainstream school
· boys were more likely to be in mainstream settings (21.4%) than girls (12.8%)
· most, or 83.7% had some restriction on their education 
· 93.4% of children and young people with profound or severe disability had some restriction on their education
· 76.6% of children and young people with moderate or mild disability had some restriction on their education
· 5.5% could not attend school because of their disability.
The data shows that:
· six in ten, or 59.5% of children and young people with disability said they had difficulty at their place of learning 
· the most common thing that made it difficult were:
· learning difficulties (36.4%)
· emotional difficulties (36.4%)
· trouble concentrating (35.3%)
· fitting in socially (32.2%).
The data also shows these things about exclusion and disciplinary action:
· one in five, or 19.5% said they were excluded from school-based activities like:
· excursions
· camps
· NAPLAN tests
· assemblies
· formals. This was more common for those with profound or severe disability (27.1%) compared with those with moderate or mild disability (12.4%).
· more than one in seven, or 15.2%, said they were suspended or expelled from school 
· boys were almost three times more likely to be suspended or expelled than girls (20.3% compared with 7.2%).

Data from the Disability Royal Commission shows that students with special education needs have higher rates of suspension and expulsion compared with students without special education needs.
[bookmark: _Toc203733155][bookmark: _Toc216124302][bookmark: _Toc216166683][bookmark: _Toc223424422]What does the data show about support for school?
In 2022, for children and young people aged 5–20 with disability attending school or another educational institution:
· just over half, or 58.9% got some type of additional support.
· the most common types of support were 
· special tuition (25.5%)
· access to a counsellor or disability support person (21.0%)
· special assessment procedures (19.6%).
· support often did not meet their needs
· for those who got support, two in five, or 40.3%, still needed more help
· 47.6% of students with profound or severe disability had unmet needs
· 33.1% of students with a moderate or mild disability had unmet needs
· one in four, or 25.8%, needed support.
· nearly half, or 45.5% of students who needed support had a profound or severe disability 
· less than one in five, or 17.6% of students with a moderate or mild disability needed support. 
[bookmark: _Toc203733156][bookmark: _Toc216124303][bookmark: _Toc216166684][bookmark: _Toc223424423]What does the data show about school adjustments?
The data shows that in 2024:
· more than one million (1,062,638) students got an educational adjustment due to disability. That is:
· over one in four, or 25.7% of all school enrolments
· an increase from 24.2% in 2023 and 18.0% in 2015.
· only a small number of people needed the most intensive support, that is:
· 2.5% of all students had extensive adjustments
· 4.7% got substantial support
· 11.1% had supplementary support
· 7.3% got support with quality differentiated teaching.
· for all adjustments provided, most were for students with:
· cognitive disability (53.9%)
· social-emotional disability (35.0%)
· physical disability (8.6%)
· sensory disability (2.5%).
The data shows how many students needed help with core activities in 2021. This is how many students needed help at: 
· preschool: 14,002 students
· government primary school: 73,461 students
· Catholic primary school: 13,335 students
· other non-government primary school: 9,393 students
· government secondary school: 44,726 students
· Catholic secondary school: 8,903 students
· other non-government secondary school: 8,541 students
· vocational education (including TAFE and private providers): 15,596 students
· university or other higher education: 13,135 students.

In 2022, for students with disability who required an adjustment:
· 22.6% were at a government school
· 20.0% were at a Catholic school
· [bookmark: _Toc203733157]20.3% were at an independent school.
[bookmark: _Toc216124304][bookmark: _Toc216166685][bookmark: _Toc223424424]What does the data show about further education?
The data shows that in 2018 there were 187,000 people aged 15–64 years with disability who were studying for a non-school qualification. 
Vocational Education and Training (VET)
4.1% of VET students aged 15–64 said they had a disability, impairment, or long-term condition in 2022. 9.6% of people aged 20-24 years with disability were enrolled in Technical and Further Education (TAFE). 

Higher Education
The data about higher education shows:
· 10% of undergraduate higher education students aged 15 and over said they had a disability, impairment, or long-term condition in 2021
· students with disability are only 10% of university enrolments in higher education
· students with disability rate their higher education experience lower than other students
· fewer students with disability stay in school because places for education are not inclusive and accessible 
· only half as many students with disability get bachelor degrees as students without disability 
· 23.0% of young people aged 15-24 years with disability were enrolled in university or other higher education in 2022.

University 
The data about university students uses the phrase “stated disability” because some people might have disability but not say so in the survey. 

The data from a survey in 2023 shows that:
· 75.1% of students with disability rated their overall experience less positively than those without a stated disability (77%)
· 43.3% of students with disability rated sense of belonging lower than people without stated disability (46.8%)
· 83.3% of students with disability rated freedom of expression lower than people without stated disability (86.5%).

	What about intersectionality? 
First Nations
There are a lot of things that might stop young First Nations people with disability from accessing and participating in education. The data shows that, of First Nations people with disability:
· eight in ten, or 79.8%, aged 5-20 years, went to school
· 65.1% said they had a schooling restriction like
· having difficulty at school
· going to special classes
· needing special assistance
· needing equipment or arrangements when attending school 
· 25.6% said they were being excluded from school-based activities due to their condition
· 15.3% said they were expelled or suspended from school.
Regional and remote areas
12%, or 85,000 of students living in Inner regional areas had disability, compared with 9.3%, or 256,000 of students living in major cities.
Disability type
The data shows that:
· for male students with disability:
· two out of three, or 65% or 148,000, had intellectual disability
· 40%, or 91,000, had psychosocial disability 
· 36%, or 81,000, had sensory and speech disability. 
· for female students with disability
· 54%, or 84,000, had intellectual disability
· 38%, or 58,000, had psychosocial disability
· 26%, or 40,000, had sensory and speech disability
· school-age children with psychosocial disability were slightly more likely not to attend school (13% or 23,000) than those with intellectual disability (8.7% or 22,000).
Disability severity
School students with severe or profound disability were less likely than other students with disability to go to a mainstream school and far more likely to go to a special school. 


	What data is missing? 
National data does not show rates of:
· enrolment refusal
· shortened school days
· modified timetables
· withdrawal from activities, or informal exclusions.

Information about disability is from different data sources. This makes it hard to find data about students:
· across time
· to compare experiences
· to understand outcomes by disability type or severity.

The current data rarely has the impact of disability with:
· First Nations status
· gender
· socioeconomic disadvantage
· location. 




	[bookmark: _Toc203733159]Further Information
· Our Education Survey Reports are on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/category/submissions/surveys/>
· Our report called National Youth Disability Summit: What Young People Said on Inclusive Education is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/national-youth-disability-summit-what-young-people-said-inclusive-education/#>
· Our submission called Changes to the Disability Standards of Education Submission is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-submission-on-changes-to-the-disability-standards-of-education/>
· The report called People with Disability in Australia: Education and Skills is on the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) website: <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/disability/people-with-disability-in-australia/contents/education-and-skills/engagement-in-education>
· Our report called Post School Transition: The Experiences of Students with Disability is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/post-school-transition-the-experiences-of-students-with-disability/>
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4. [bookmark: _Toc203733160][bookmark: _Toc215482205][bookmark: _Toc223424425][bookmark: _Toc216124305][bookmark: _Toc216166686][image: ] Employment 
This section is about what it is like for children and young people in employment settings. We need more inclusive employment in Australia. Having a job is important for young people’s:
· independence
· financial security
· social connection
· long-term wellbeing.

Why it matters: It is important for children and young people with disability to be able to have meaningful and inclusive employment. This helps them have better social and economic participation. We want young people to have opportunities, not like the segregated “polished pathway” that makes young people with disability work for Australian Disability Enterprises where they:
· are paid less than minimum wage
· have little opportunity to move into open and meaningful employment.
Caregivers who live in a house with children with disability also often have less  workforce participation rates. 

	About the data
Data in this section is from:
· government data 
· ABS
· AIHW
· Disability Royal Commission.


[bookmark: _Toc216124306][bookmark: _Toc216166687][bookmark: _Toc223424426][bookmark: _Toc203733161]What does the data show about labour force participation? 
The data shows that for young people aged 15-24 with disability in 2022:
· just over half , 58.3% or 251,900, were working in the labour force 
· the participation rate of their peers without disability was higher, 72.8%
· less than half, or 46.6% were employed, but this was better than in 2018 when only 39.6% were employed.
· four in five, or 80% were employed. That is a bit more than it was in 2012, when it was 76%
· 19.3% of young people with disability were unemployed
· 7.7% of young people without disabillity were unemployed
· young people aged 15-24 were more likely to be underemployed than people aged 25-64.
[bookmark: _Toc216124307][bookmark: _Toc216166688][bookmark: _Toc203733162][bookmark: _Toc223424427]What does the data show about transition to employment?
The data shows that in 2023, just under two-thirds, or 62% of Vocational Education and Training graduates with disability, were employed after they finished their training. 

The data from 2018 showed a large “job ready” group of 253,000 people with disability  who were either unemployed or intending to seek work within 12 months. Nearly one in five, or 20% of this “job ready” group were young people aged 15–19.

The data also shows that there was an employment gap with outcomes from Vocational Education and Training. In 2021:
· around three-quarters, or 73.4% of adults with disability who completed a VET qualification were employed or went on to further study
· nearly nine in ten, or 86.6% of adults without disability who completed a VET qualification were employed or went on to further study.

The data shows that: 
· employment rates were far lower for young NDIS participants
· less than one in five, or 19% aged 15-24 were working
· NDIS participants who had been to special schools were less likely to transition into employment 
· NDIS participants who had been to special schools were more likely to transition into employment in Australian Disability Enterprises, than those from mainstream schools.
[bookmark: _Toc203733163][bookmark: _Toc216124308][bookmark: _Toc216166689][bookmark: _Toc223424428]What does the data show about carers who work?
The data shows that in 2022:
· almost three-quarters, or 74.5% of carers were in the labour force. That is a small increase from 2018 when it was 70.9%
· carers were less likely to be employed than non-carers
· 70.4% of carers were working
· 79.3% of non-carers were working
· male carers had higher employment rates (74.8%) than female carers (66.5%)
· primary carers were the least likely to be in the labour force:
· primary carers, 64.6%
· other carers, 79.9%
· non-carers, 82.0%.
The data shows that for primary carers aged 15-64 years, employment status depended on the number of hours of care per week they were doing. Less than half, or 45.4% of primary carers who were doing than 40 hours of care per week were employed. That is compared with 71.6% of those providing less than 20 hours of care per week.
	What about intersectionality?
Gender
The data shows that in 2022, more females with disability (50.7%) were employed than males with disability (40.9%). 
Regional and remote areas
The data shows that in 2022, only 73% of young people with disability who were working were living in regional and remote areas. That is compared to 83% of young people in major cities. 
Disability type
The data shows that in 2022, 79% of young people with physical restriction were working, compared with 75% of young people with psychosocial disability.
Disability severity
The data shows that in 2022:
· 72% of young people with disability were working with severe or profound disability
· 83% of young people with other disability status were working. 
While these rates are high, we don’t know about their workplace and the:
· quality
· choice 
· control in relation to the type of employment.



	What data is missing? 
There is data about participation and employment rates, but there is no complete national data that shows:
· rates of recruitment discrimination
· workplace adjustments denied
· underpayment
· unsafe work environments
· informal exclusion experienced by young people with disability.

There is also no national data showing:
· wages
· progression opportunities
· transitions out of Australian Disability Enterprises. Instead the data shows that many young people stay in low-paid, separate work places.

The data about labour and workforce relies on self reporting. This makes it difficult to compare data about their job and:
· disability type
· severity of disability
· what support people need
· how young people need help.

The national data does not show whether employers can make inclusive workplaces with things like:
· training
· reasonable adjustments
· supported onboarding.

The data also doesn’t show if young people with disability feel safe, supported, and connected at work.

	



	Further information
· The report called Employment and disability in Australia: Improving employment outcomes for people with disability is on the Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre website: <https://bcec.edu.au/publications/employment-and-disability-in-australia-improving-employment-outcomes-for-people-with-disability/>
· The report called Voices on Work: Young People with Disability in Greater Melbourne is on the Social Ventures Australia website: <https://www.socialventures.org.au/publications/voices-on-work-young-people-with-disability-in-greater-melbourne/>
· There is more employment and unemployment data on the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) website: <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-welfare/employment-unemployment>
· There is a report about people with disability in Australia on the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) website: <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/disability/people-with-disability-in-australia/contents/employment/unemployment>
· Our report for the National Youth Disability Summit called What young people with disability said about Employment is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/nyds_-_what_young_people_with_disability_said_-_employment.pdf>
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5. [bookmark: _Toc216124309][bookmark: _Toc216166690][bookmark: _Toc223424429][image: ] Health and wellbeing 
This section is about health and wellbeing of children and young people with disability in Australia. When we talk about health and wellbeing, we include:
· physical health
· mental health
· use of health services. 
We use the World Health Organisation’s International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health.
Why it matters: A lot of factors impact the health and wellbeing of children and young people with disability. Disability is not defined by a health condition. The term disability includes a lot of things, including how health conditions interact with environmental, social, and personal factors. This means:
· people with similar health conditions can have very different experiences of disability
· health conditions might contribute to disability for one person but not for another. 

	About the data
Data in this section is from 
· government data
· AIHW
· ABS
· WHO
· Women With Disabilities Australia
· period pride surveys.



[bookmark: _Toc203733178][bookmark: _Toc216124310][bookmark: _Toc216166691][bookmark: _Toc223424430]What does the data say about physical health? 
Ther were 946,300 children and young people aged 0-24 with disability in 2022. The data shows that: 
· children were more likely to have only one long-term health condition
· over half, or 52.4% of children aged 0-14 years reported one condition
· just over a third, or 35.6% of young people aged 15-24 reported one condition 
· young people were more likely to experience multiple conditions
· more than one in three, or 37.7% of young people aged 15-24 had three or more long-term health conditions
· 20.3% of children aged 0-14 had three or more long-term health conditions
· around one-quarter of children and young people had two long-term health conditions.
The data shows that for all children and young people with disability:
· one in three, 33.6% or 318,000, reported a physical condition as their main health issue
· the most common health issues included:
· respiratory diseases (5.1%)
· asthma (4.7%)
· nervous system conditions (4.5%)
· migraines (1.6%) 
· epilepsy (1.0%).
For the broader youth population in 2022:
· three in four, or 77% of young people aged 15-24 had at least one chronic condition. The most common conditions were:
· short-sightedness/myopia (28%)
· hay fever or allergic rhinitis (27%)
· anxiety disorders (26%)
· [bookmark: _Toc203733179]depression (17%).
[bookmark: _Toc216124311][bookmark: _Toc216166692][bookmark: _Toc223424431]What did the data show about wellbeing and mental health?
For this data, ABS uses the phrase “mental or behavioural disorder” to describe people with a mental health condition. We use the term ‘mental health condition’ instead because we use strengths-based language.

The data shows that in 2022:
· more than two-thirds, or 67.1% of children and young people with disability reported a mental health condition
· 13.1% of children and young people reported anxiety disorders, including 11.5% with Generalised Anxiety Disorder
· 20.2% of young people aged 15–24 reported anxiety disorders, double that of children aged 0-14 (7.6%)
· females were more likely to experience anxiety disorders (16.8%) than males (10.9%).
The data shows that for all young people with and without disability, about one in four, or 26% aged 16-24 reported high or very high psychological distress between 2020–22.
The data shows a big difference between those with and without disability. Nine in ten, or 90.9% of young people with disability reported high or very high psychological distress in the past four weeks, compared with 70.6% of young people without disability.
[bookmark: _Toc203733180][bookmark: _Toc216124312][bookmark: _Toc216166693]
[bookmark: _Toc223424432]What does the data show about using health services? 
In 2018, children and young people with disability accessed health services differently compared with adults with disability aged 25-64. The data shows that: 
· 86%, or 557,000 children and young people saw a GP
· compared with 95%, or 1.7 million adults who saw a GP
· 15%, or 99,000 children and young people used urgent GP care
· compared with 22%, or 383,000 adults who used urgent GP care
· 18%, or 116,000 children and young people were admitted to hospital
· compared with 24%, or 426,000 adults who were admitted to hospital
· 64%, or 415,000 children and young people saw a dental professional
· compared with 46%, or 819,000 of adults who saw a dental professional.

The data shows that for all young people with and without disability in 2021-22:
· people aged 12-24 were almost one-quarter, or 23% or 643,000, of all people receiving Medicare-subsidised mental health-specific services 
· young people aged 18-24 were most likely to access these services, nearly one in five or 18%
· young females had a higher rate of service use, 13% of females accessed mental health specifc services compared with males (8%).

The most common providers of Medicare-subsidised mental health care in 2020-21 and 2021-22 were:
· GPs
· psychologists
· clinical psychologists.
[bookmark: _Toc216124313][bookmark: _Toc216166694][bookmark: _Toc223424433]What does the data show about sexual and reproductive health?
The data shows the inequities for young women and girls with disability about sexual and reproductive health and rights. The inequities are:
· young women and girls with disability have limited access to sexual and reproductive health services, including in GP services, hospitals, local surgeries, and clinics
· laws and policies contribute to structural inequity. For example, children are removed from parents with disability at ten times the rate of non-disabled parents 
· there are big financial barriers for young women and girls with disability. In 2024:
· 78% of menstruating people with disability or a chronic health condition found it hard to buy period products
· 30% had to improvise period products because they were too expensive. 
· 24% of young women and girls with disability reported difficulties affording menstrual products, indicating disproportionate financial strain in 2021.

For contraception and mental health, data from a survey shows that:
· 67% of people felt comfortable with their knowledge of contraception and safe sex
· 79% felt comfortable with their knowledge of menstruation and menstrual health
· 16% used hormonal contraception to manage disability-related symptoms
· 41% used hormonal contraception to manage pain
· 48% used hormonal contraception to manage menstruation or heavy bleeding.

The survey also found that many young women with disability did not get to choose or make decisions about their body and contraception. The data shows that:
· 17% reported that someone else decided what contraception they used
· over 20% said this decision was made by a parent or guardian
· 23% reported their doctor made the decision.

	What data is missing? 
Most national health data does not have disability measures for children and young people, making it difficult to understand age-specific health patterns, service use, and unmet needs.

People say there are high rates of psychological distress and mental health conditions, but the current data does not have information about mental health across disability types, for example, psychosocial, intellectual, and physical.

National data has information about what services people use, for example, GP visits and hospital admissions. But national data does not have information about unmet need, for example:
· when your care is delayed or avoided 
· long waiting lists
· inaccessible places
· when a provider refuses to help a person.

There is not much information about how children and young people with disabililty  access preventive care, like:
· health promotion
· health screening
· immunisation
· sexual health education
· mental health literacy.

The data about sexual and reproductive health rarely has disability status, and does not give data by age. This means we do not have national information about children and young people with disability and
· contraception use
· sexual health education
· autonomy
· safety
· barriers to accessing care.

There is a lot of disability in Australia, but young women and girls with disability are rarely included in sexual and reproductive health statistics, policies, or programs. This is sexual ableism.



	[bookmark: _Toc203733181]Further information
· Our National Youth Disability Summit Report about what young people said about self-care is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/national-youth-disability-summit-what-young-people-said-self-care/>
· More information about the National Study of Mental Health and Wellbeing is on the Australian Bureau of Statistics website: <https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/health/mental-health/national-study-mental-health-and-wellbeing/latest-release>
· Our response to the Commonwealth Government's COVID-19 Response Inquiry is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-submission-to-the-commonwealth-governments-covid-19-response-inquiry/>
· Our joint submission with three other organisations to the Select Committee into the Provision of and Access to Dental Services in Australia is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-response-to-the-inquiry-into-the-provision-of-and-access-to-dental-services-australia/>
· More information about Australia's children is on the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) website: <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/children-youth/australias-children>
· The Sexual and reproductive health monitoring framework and data strategy includes people with disability as a priority population. The framework is on the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) website: <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports-data/health-conditions-disability-deaths/sexual-reproductive-health/monitoring-framework-data-strategy>
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6. [bookmark: _Toc203733182][bookmark: _Toc215482207][bookmark: _Toc223424434][bookmark: _Toc216124314][bookmark: _Toc216166695][image: ] Housing, transport, and infrastructure
This section has data about:
· access to appropriate housing and transport
· how inclusive infrastructure planning can support the rights and needs of children and young people with disability.
Why it matters: Safe, accessible and affordable housing, transport, and infrastructure are essential to the inclusion, independence, and wellbeing of children and young people with disability. Yet there is limited national data focused on this age group. We have used data about people with disability, because it is likely to show many of the same barriers and experiences of children and young people. 
	About the data
Data in this section is from 
· government data
· AIHW
· ABS
· Orygen’s Home in Mind report. 


[bookmark: _Toc216124315][bookmark: _Toc216166696][bookmark: _Toc223424435]What does the data show about housing status?
The data shows that in 2018, young people aged 15-24 with disability had very different living arrangements compared to their peers without disability. The data shows:
· around four in ten, or 40% or 117,000, young people with disability lived as dependent students
· a similar proportion, 39% or 115,000, were non-dependent children in their household 
· one in five, or 20% or 59,000, young people with disability were living independently as a partner, parent, or lone person
· the most common, 27% or 80,000, young people with disability were a dependent student in a home owned by someone else
· 23% or 68,000 young people with disability lived as a non-dependent child rent free 
· for young people without disability:
· 26% lived as non-dependent children
· 30% were in the “other” category 
· 34% lived as a dependent student in a home owned by someone else
· [bookmark: _Toc203733184]24% lived as an “other” householder paying rent, which was less common for people with disability.
[bookmark: _Toc216124316][bookmark: _Toc216166697][bookmark: _Toc223424436]What does the data show about housing modifications, satisfaction, and moving?
The data shows that in 2018: 
· 5.0% or 32,000 of people with disability aged under 25 had modifications to their home
· 7.0% or 124,000 of people with disability 25-64 had modifications to their home
· 20% or 359,000 of people with disability aged 65 and over had modifications to their home.
· three-quarters, or 75% of young people with disability aged 15–24 were satisfied with their home
· six in ten, or 60% of people with disability aged 25-44 were satisfied with their home.

Moving house was more common for younger people with disability. The data shows that in 2021:
· nearly one in four, or 24% aged 15-24 had moved in the past year
· nearly three in ten, or 29% aged 25-34 had moved in the past year
· 9.4% aged 55-64 had moved in the past year 
· 4.9% of those 65 and over had moved in the past year. 
· rates were similar for people without disability.

Younger people were about as likely as older people to have had to move at least once in their lifetime because of their condition or age. The data shows:
· 8.2% or 197,000 of people under 65 have had to move at least once in their lifetime because of their condition or age
· 9.3% or 164,000 of people aged 65 and over had to move at least once in their lifetime because of their condition or age
· about one in twelve, or 8.6% or 358,000, people with disability had to move at least once in their lifetime because of their condition or age
· it was more than twice as likely for people with severe or profound disability:
· 15% or 187,000 had to move at least once in their lifetime because of their condition or age
· compared 5.8% or 172,000 of people with other disability. 

37,900 NDIS participants received support for home modifications. The data shows that:
· almost four in five, or 79% or 29,900, were people aged 35 and over
· even though this group are only about one-third, or 32% of all NDIS participants.
[bookmark: _Toc203733185][bookmark: _Toc216124317][bookmark: _Toc216166698]

[bookmark: _Toc223424437]What does the data show about homelessness?
The data from a 2024 Victorian study of young people aged 15-25 with lived experience of homelessness shows that:
· half, or 50%, were living with disability
· 12% of young people aged 15-24 using Specialist Homelessness Services had disability.

The data shows that for the broader homeless population:
· about one in twenty, or 5% of people experiencing homelessness had a profound or severe disability 
· in 2021,the largest increases in homelessness since 2016 were among children: up by 11% for those under 12, and up by 14% for those aged 12-18
· of the 116,427 Australians experiencing homelessness in 2021:
· nearly one-quarter, 24% or 27,680, were young people aged 12–24
· 17,646 children under 12 were also affected
· repeat homelessness was more common for people with disability using Specialist Homelessness Services: 7.8%, or 1,200 people, compared with 4.7% without disability.

	About the data
Data in the rest this section is about access to 
· buildings
· venues
· locations 
· facilities. 
This data is from the ABS Survey about Ageing, Disability and Carers. The people who answered the survey:
· were aged 5 years or more
· had disability
· were living in households
· reported leaving home and needing assistance
· had difficulty with communication or mobility because of disability.


[bookmark: _Toc203733186][bookmark: _Toc216124318][bookmark: _Toc216166699][bookmark: _Toc223424438]What does the data show about access to physical infrastructure and public transport? 
The data shows that in 2022, around 2.2 million, or one in four or 26.4%, of people with disability had difficulty accessing buildings or facilities in the past year.



The data shows that the most common difficulties included:
· 15.4% of people with disability found it hard to move around inside buildings because of:
· stairs
· narrow doors
· narrow corridors
· cluttered walkways.
· 12% of people with disability found it hard to access areas because of:
· ramps
· handrails
· lighting.
· 10.5% of people with disability found it hard to use car parking facilities.

The data shows that these were the hardest places to access, because: 
· 16.1% of people with disability found it hard to access shops and banks
· 11.1% of people with disability found it hard to access medical facilities like GP clinics, dentists, or hospitals 
· 9.3% of people with disability found it hard to access public streets.

5.2 million people with disability aged 5 and over were living in households in 2022. The data shows that:
· nearly three-quarters, or 74.4% of them were able to use all types of public transport
· only around six in ten, or 62.5% of them could use public transport without difficulty
· 7% of them were able to use some, but not all, public transport
· almost one in five, or 18% of them could not use any type of public transport at all.

1.9 million people said they couldn’t use public transport because of their condition, and:
· 39.5% of them had issues getting in or out of vehicles due to steps
· 33% of them had difficulty getting to stops or stations
· 29.4% of them had fear or anxiety
· 25.5% of them said the problem was lack of seating or difficulty standing.

	What is missing in the data?
Most data about housing has information about adults with disability, but there is not enough data about:
· what children and young people with disability need
· what is it like for children and young people, for example: 
· if they are living somewhere that is overcrowded 
· when they are forced to move
· what is it like for children and young people, for example: 
· is it accessible in their family home?
· what happens when they move out of home?

There is no national data about:
· whether young people’s homes meet accessibility needs, for example, modifications, safe design, sensory needs, adaptive equipment
· how many young people need modifications but can’t get them
· how long young people wait for NDIS-funded home modifications.

The ABS data has information about accessibility issues, but it does not have:
· statistics by age 
· data about how young people access youth-specific places like
· playgrounds
· schools
· sporting facilities
· libraries
· youth centres
· after-school activities
· places of tertiary education.

The national data about youth homelessness is separate from data about disability. This means we cannot use the data to understand:
· how many children and young people with disability are homeless 
· what happens for children and young people with disabiity when they are homeless
· how or why children and young people with disabilty are homeless.



	[bookmark: _Toc203733188]Further information
· Our submission to the National Housing and Homelessness Plan is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-submission-to-the-national-housing-and-homelessness-plan/>
· Our response to the inquiry into the worsening rental crisis is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-response-to-the-inquiry-into-the-worsening-rental-crisis/>
· More information about housing for people with disability in Australia is on the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) website: <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/disability/people-with-disability-in-australia>




References about housing, transport and infrastructure
Australian Bureau of Statistics (2021). Estimating homelessness: Census. <https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/housing/estimating-homelessness-census/latest-release>. 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (2022). Disability, ageing and carers, Australia: Summary of findings. <https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/health/disability/disability-ageing-and-carers-australia-summary-findings/latest-release>. 
Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute (2023). What the 2021 Census data told us about homelessness. <https://www.ahuri.edu.au/analysis/brief/what-2021-census-data-told-us-about-homelessness>.
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2022). Specialist homelessness services annual report 2021–22. <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/homelessness-services/shs-annual-report-21-22/contents/young-people-presenting-alone>. 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2024). People with disability in Australia. <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/disability/people-with-disability-in-australia>.
[bookmark: _Toc215482208][bookmark: _Toc203733166]Orygen (2025). Home in Mind: Youth homelessness and mental health report. <https://www.orygen.org.au/Orygen-Institute/Policy-Areas/Population-groups/Home-in-mind-Improving-mental-health-support-for-y>.


7. [bookmark: _Toc223424439][bookmark: _Toc216124319][bookmark: _Toc216166700][image: ] Income and finance 
This section is about money and the financial situation of children and young people with disability, their families and caregivers. While this report focuses on young people with disability, we had to use data from the broader population in this section because there is not enough age-specific data. The data shows there are systemic issues that also affect young people and influence their long-term financial security.
Why it matters: The money that people get for income support in Australia is not enough to pay for basic needs and keeps many people with disability in poverty. A 2024 report by the Australian Council for Social Services recommended that income support should be raised and indexed to at least $80 a day, with additional supplements of at least $65 a week for people with disability or illness. People with disability have to pay more for transport, housing, healthcare, and support services. These are not adequately covered by current payments. The rising cost of living is making it more difficult for young people with disability to pay for what they need and to participate fully in society.
	About the data
Data in this section is from:
· government data
· AIHW
· ABS.


[bookmark: _Toc203733167][bookmark: _Toc216124320][bookmark: _Toc216166701][bookmark: _Toc223424440]What does the data show about personal and household income?
The data shows that young people with disability aged 15-24 were more likely to have a low level of personal income compared with those who were older. For different age groups:
· 68%, or 179,000 of young people with disability aged 15-24 had a low personal income
· 33%, or 489,000 of people aged 25-64 had a low personal income
· 37%, or 546,000 of people aged 65 and over had a low personal income
· 77%, or 75,000 of young people with severe or profound disability aged 15-24 had a low personal income 
· 44%, or 146,000 of people with severe or profound disability aged 25-64 had a low personal income.
The data shows that for income in 2022:
· the median gross personal income for people with disability was $575 per week
· the median gross personal income for people without disability was $1,055 per week
· nearly half, or 44.8% of people with disability were in the lowest income bracket for households
· one in four, or 24.5% of people without disability were in the lowest income bracket for households
· only 14.1% of people with disability were in the highest income bracket
· over a quarter, or 26.2% of people without disability were in the highest income bracket 
· the main sources of income were also different. Wages and salaries were the most common, with 48.9% of people getting their income from these. This stayed well below the general population and only recently increased from 37.6% in 2018
· reliance on government pensions or allowances has declined. Government payments were the income for over one in four, or 28.5% people with disability. That is less than it was in 2018 when it was 37.9%.
Households with a person with disability were more likely to have lower incomes. The data shows that:
· more than one in three households with a person with disability had a low weekly income, that is 38% 
· fewer than one in five households without disability had a low weekly income, that is 18%.

Households with a child with disability were also more likely to be low income. The data shows that:
· 29% or 475,000 households with a child with disability had a low weekly income
· one in four households without a child with disability, that is 25% or 3.9 million households.
· less households with a child with disability were in the high-income bracket, that is 21% or 347,000
· nearly one in three of households without a child with disability were in the high-income bracket, that is 32% or 5.1 million households.
Income sources for primary carers were different for different age groups. The data shows that older carers aged 65 and over were far more likely to rely on a government pension or allowance for their main income, that is 68% or 156,000. Just under two in five carers aged 15-64, or 39% or 243,000, relied on a government pension or allowance for their main income.
[bookmark: _Toc203733168][bookmark: _Toc216124321][bookmark: _Toc216166702]

[bookmark: _Toc223424441]What does the data show about pensions and allowances?
The data shows that in 2021 young people aged 15-24 were less likely to receive the Disability Support Pension than older groups, that is:
· 26% of young people aged 15-24 got the Disability Support Pension
· 31% of people aged 25–44 got the Disability Support Pension 
· 45% of people aged 45–64 got the Disability Support Pension.
The data shows that by December 2020, of the 567,700 young people aged 16–24 getting income support payments, only one in ten or 10% got disability-related payments.

The data in 2021 shows that young people were also much less likely to receive both disability-related and parenting payments:
· 10% of people 16–24 got both payments
· 36% of people 25–64-year-olds got both payments
· 8% of people got parenting payments
· 12% of people got parenting payments. 
For people with the highest support needs, almost half, or 44% of young people with severe or profound disability, relied on a government pension or allowance as their main income source in 2019.

[bookmark: _Toc203733169]During the COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns it was clear that income support is important. When payments were increased, poverty among single-parent families dropped dramatically from 39% to 17%. However, access to the Disability Support Pension is highly restricted, and almost half or 44% of claims are rejected every year. Many people getting disability support pensions are in poverty, with two in five, or 21% living below the poverty line in 2020.
[bookmark: _Toc216124322][bookmark: _Toc216166703][bookmark: _Toc223424442]What does the data show about the cost of living?
The data shows that in 2018 there were 650,000 Australian children and young people with disability, and: 
· around 24,000 children and young people delayed or didn’t go to see a doctor because it cost too much
· 12% of children and young people could not get essential dental care for financial reasons.

The data from New South Wales in 2023 shows that, children and young people with disability aged 10-24:
· one in five, or 21% reported that their parents had avoided medical services for them because of costs
· nearly half, or 45% had taken on debt 
· 47% said they were struggling financially 
· around three in ten, or 29% avoided medical care themselves 
· 34% borrowed money from family or friends 
· the majority, or 85% described their financial situation negatively.

The data shows that housing is not affordable for a lot of people. In 2022, only 66 rental properties, or 0.1% of the market nationwide were affordable for people on the Disability Support Pension. That means that 99.9% of houses were too expensive to rent. 

	What is missing in the data?
Most of the data about income and financial stress is about adults. 
There is data about things like poverty rates, income support reliance, cost-of-living pressures, but it is only data about adults. 

There is no public national data about the additional costs for families or young people, for example the costs for:
· healthcare
· transport
· assistive technology
· therapy
· education expenses. 

The data about housing affordability is usually about adults or households. There is no public national data about:
· rental stress
· housing insecurity
· affordability barriers for young people with disability, including those living with family or wanting to move out of home.



[bookmark: _Toc203733170]
	Further information
· The People with disability in Australia: Income and finance report is on the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) website: <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/disability/people-with-disability-in-australia/contents/income-and-finance/income>
· Our report called Disabled young people forgotten in ‘cost-of-living’ budget is on our website:  <https://cyda.org.au/disabled-young-people-forgotten-in-cost-of-living-budget/> 
· The report called Counting the cost of living – The impact of financial stress on young people is on the Orygen and Mission Australia website: <https://valuingchildreninitiative.com.au/news/ounting-the-cost-of-living-the-impact-of-financial-stress-on-young-people-report#:~:text=One%20in%20five%20young%20people,barriers%20to%20achieving%20these%20goals>.
· Our submission to the Select Committee on the Cost of Living is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-submission-to-the-select-committee-on-the-cost-of-living/> 
· Our submission to the Senate Inquiry into the Extent and Nature of Poverty is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-submission-to-the-senate-inquiry-into-the-extent-and-nature-of-poverty-2/>



References about income and finance 
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Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2021). Income support for young people. <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/children-youth/income-support>.
Davidson, P. et al. (2020). Poverty in Australia 2020: Part 2. Poverty and Inequality Partnership Report 4. <https://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/poverty-in-australia-2020-overview-html-version/>.
Office of the Advocate for Children and Young People (2023). “It should be easier to just exist”: How children and young people are impacted by the rising cost of living in NSW. <https://apo.org.au/node/323224>.
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Phillips, B. and Narayanan, V. (2021). Financial stress and social security settings in Australia. <https://www.socialventures.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Making-a-difference-to-financial-stress-and-poverty_full-report-SVA-BSL.pdf>.
The Smith Family (2023). The Smith Family pulse survey. <https://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/media/research/reports/pulse-survey-2022-23>. 


8. [bookmark: _Toc203733171][bookmark: _Toc215482209][bookmark: _Toc223424443][bookmark: _Toc216124323][bookmark: _Toc216166704][image: ] National Disability Insurance Scheme
This section is about children and young people and:
· NDIS eligiblity
· how they use NDIS funded supports
· their NDIS goals 
· if their needs are being met by NDIS. 
Why it matters: Children and young people have specific support needs, including needs for:
· early childhood support
· health
· education. 
The majority of NDIS participants are aged 2-17, but more than four in five children with disability have unmet support needs. There are more unmet support needs for:
· families on low incomes
· adults with disability
· single parent households
· people in regional or remote areas. 
Children and young people with disability, their families and caregivers are worried that NDIS will stop helping them and there will be no other ways to get help. 
People will have better outcomes if NDIS gives more money for early supports and at times in life when things are changing. This will help NDIS save money in the future.

	About the data
Data in this section is from:
· government data
· AIHW
· ABS
· NDIS Quarterly Report.



[bookmark: _Toc203733172][bookmark: _Toc216124324][bookmark: _Toc216166705][bookmark: _Toc223424444]What does the data show about NDIS participants, eligibility, and use?
NDIS participants
Compared with the broader disability population, NDIS participants are much younger. The data shows that in June 2023:
· 43%, or 260,700, NDIS participants were aged 14 or under 
· one-third, 33% or 202,600, NDIS participants were 15-44. 
The data was different in 2018:
· only 8.2%, or 356,000 of all people with disability were aged 14 or under
· nearly half, or 44% or 1.9 million, of all people with disability were aged 65 or over.

The data shows that in December 2019:
· almost two-thirds, or 65.5% of NDIS participants were aged under 35 
· 41% of the rest of the population were aged under 35.

The data shows that in December 2025:
· 761,442 Australians were registered with the NDIS
· more than half, or 52% or 397,955, of people registered with NDIS were under the age of 18.

NDIS eligibility

For NDIS eligibility, the data shows that for people who applied for the NDIS:
· almost all, or 98% or 211,700, of children aged 6 or under were deemed eligible 
· 90%, or 42,600 applicants aged 15-18 were deemed eligible 
· 84%, or 49,000 of applicants aged 25-34 were deemed eligible 
· only 69%, or 83,200 of applicants aged 55-64 were deemed eligible.

NDIS participants and health 

NDIS participants are more likely to use health services. The data shows that:
· NDIS participants of all ages were 1.7 times more likely to see a specialist at least once 
· 53.2% of NDIS participants saw a specialist
· 31.7% of the rest of the population saw a specialist.
· for children aged 0-6 years:
· almost two-thirds, or 63.7% of NDIS participants had seen a specialist. Their average number of visits was 3.1
· 16.7% of children without NDIS supports had seen a specialist.
· for children aged 7-14 years:
· over half, or 58.6% of NDIS participants had seen a specialist. Their average number of visits was 2.9
· 15.6% of children without NDIS supports had seen a specialist.

The data shows that medicine use was also higher among NDIS participants. In 2019-20, NDIS participants used more Pharmaceutical Benefit Scheme listed medicines than the rest of the population across all age groups. The biggest difference was for children aged 7-14. 70.2% of children 7-14 who were NDIS participants used PBS medicines, compared with 42.1% of chilidren who were not NDIS participants.
NDIS participants and participation

The data in the NDIS Quarterly Report in December 2025 shows that: 
· participation rates were different by gender at younger ages. This difference might be because there are differences in diagnosis, for example, autism and developmental delay are more commonly diagnosed in males. The participation rate was: 
· 14% for boys age 5
· 7% for girls age 5
· 166,757 children under 9 had an NDIS plan
· 2,657 children under 9 who had an NDIS plan lived in remote or very remote areas
· children are entering the NDIS faster than older people. 66% of all new NDIS participants in 2024-25 were under 15
· 23,402 children got help with mainstream services and supports. 
[bookmark: _Toc203733173][bookmark: _Toc216124325][bookmark: _Toc216166706][bookmark: _Toc223424445]What does the data show about NDIS plan goals?
The data shows that goals are different based on age. 

For children aged under 7:
· 94% had goals about daily life
· 65% had goals about learning
· 77% had goals about social and community activities
· 65% had a goal about learning.

For older people:
· 60% of people aged 19-24 had a goal about work 
· 50% of people aged 25-34 had a goal about work
· 35% or higher for all age groups over 24 had a goal about “Where I live” 
· 24% of people aged 19-24 had a goal about “Where I live” 
· 42% of children aged 7-14 had a learning goal
· 14% of people aged 55-64 had a learning goal.
[bookmark: _Toc216124326][bookmark: _Toc216166707][bookmark: _Toc223424446]What does the data show about participant outcomes and improvements? 
The data in the NDIS Quarterly Report in 2025 shows that: 
· from birth to when they start school, children show improvements across all areas after they get NDIS support. The largest improvements are in:
· fitting into family life
· fitting into community life
· choice and control.
· between starting school and turning 14, children show improvement across all areas, with daily living the strongest area of improvement.
· NDIS participants aged 15 and over also report improvements across all areas, with the strongest improvements in:
· choice and control
· daily living
· health and wellbeing
· social, community, and civic participation.
[bookmark: _Toc203733174][bookmark: _Toc216124327][bookmark: _Toc216166708][bookmark: _Toc223424447]What does the data show about unmet needs and the NDIS?
Unmet needs is when you are not getting the help that you need. 
The data about 600 parents or caregivers of children aged 2-17 in 2024 shows that:
· more than four in five, or 83% of children with disability have unmet support needs. 
· 50.6% of children with disability did not get therapy
· 43.9% of children with disability did not get school-based supports
· 36% of children with disability did not get support workers 
· 29.4% of children with disability did not get access to community activities 
· 20.2% of children with disability did not get aids or assistive technology
· the main reason for unmet needs was that 45.3% of children’s plans did not include what they needed
· children aged 3-17 have the greatest unmet support needs. Their unmet needs were 50% more than pre-school aged children 
· children aged 9-12 had a high rate of unmet support needs. Their unmet needs were 40% more than pre-school aged children
· children with cognitive, social, behavioural, mental health, or self-care difficulties had higher levels of unmet need. The rate was about 26-40%.

	What about intersectionality? 
There are more barriers to NDIS access for:
· children and young people from lower socioeconomic backgrounds
· children and young people from culturally diverse backgrounds
· girls 
· children and young people with Intellectual Disability.
· families on low incomes 
· families with adults with disability
· single parent households
· people in regional or remote areas.



	What is missing in the data?
NDIS data is about funded supports and participant goals, but we need national data that connects NDIS participation to outcomes like:
· education 
· mental health
· family wellbeing
· community participation 
· long-term independence. 

There is no data about:
· the number of children and young people with disability who are ineligible for NDIS
· why they are ineligible
· what supports they can get instead. 

NDIS data shows which supports are funded, but does not measure:
· if children receive consistent supports that meet their needs
· whether wait times are reasonable
· whether services are available where they live. 

There is not enough national information about:
· NDIS pathways from early childhood to adulthood
· what supports drop off during times of change
· how these changes affect families. 
Transitions, or times in your life when things change, are known to be high-risk, but are not in the data reports.



	[bookmark: _Toc203733176]Further information
· Our joint submission with Disability Representative Organisations about the NDIS Amendment Bill is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/joint-submission-on-ndis-bill/>  
· Our submission to the NDIS Provider and Worker Registration Taskforce is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-submission-to-the-ndis-provider-and-worker-registration-taskforce/>
· Our submission to the NDIS Quality and Safeguards Commission's Registration of Platform Providers Consultation Paper is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-submission-to-the-ndis-quality-and-safeguards-commissions-registration-of-platform-providers-consultation-paper/>

· Our Self-Directed Supports submission is on our website: https://cyda.org.au/self-directed-supports-submission/
· Our submission to the Department of Social Services’ Foundational Supports consultations is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-submission-to-the-department-of-social-services-foundational-supports-consultations/>
· Our submission to the draft lists of NDIS Supports is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-submission-to-the-draft-lists-of-ndis-supports/>
· Our submission to the Independent Review of the NDIS is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cyda-submission-to-the-independent-review-of-the-ndis/>
· The report called Characteristics of NDIS participants, 2019: Analysis of linked data is on the Australian Bureau of Statistics website: <https://www.abs.gov.au/articles/characteristics-national-disability-insurance-scheme-ndis-participants-2019-analysis-linked-data>





References about NDIS
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2024). People with disability in Australia. <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/disability/people-with-disability-in-australia>.
Australian Bureau of Statistics (2021). Characteristics of NDIS participants, 2019: Analysis of linked data. <https://www.abs.gov.au/articles/characteristics-national-disability-insurance-scheme-ndis-participants-2019-analysis-linked-data>.
National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) (2024). Quarterly Report: January to March 2024. <www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/publications/ quarterly-reports>.
[bookmark: _Toc215482210][bookmark: _Toc203733140]National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) (2025). Quarterly Report: October to December 2025. Visit https://www.ndis.gov.au/publications/quarterly-reports. 
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9. [bookmark: _Toc223424448][bookmark: _Toc216124328][bookmark: _Toc216166709][image: ] Safety and justice 
Content note: This section has data about abuse, violence, and trauma.
This section is about children and young people with disability and: 
· rates of violence 
· abuse.
This data in this section shows that we need:
· better services
· better support 
· different systems. 
Why it matters: Children and young people with disability have high rates of abuse, violence and neglect. There are more risks to their safety if children and young people with disability are also:
· First Nations
· LGBTIQA+
· culturally and linguistically diverse
· low socioeconomic status
· women and girls
· from regional and remote areas. 
Information and recommendations about violence were part of:
· the Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of People with Disability
· the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.

	About the data
Data in this section is from:
· government data
· ABS.



[bookmark: _Toc203733141][bookmark: _Toc216124329][bookmark: _Toc216166710][bookmark: _Toc223424449]What does the data show about abuse and neglect?
Children and young people with disability are at far greater risk of violence. The data shows they are: 
· three to four times more likely to experience abuse than their peers without disability
· more than twice, or 25% as likely to tell anyone they experienced violence in the last year than people with disability aged 45-65.
Younger people with disability aged 18-44 were three times as likely to report abuse or neglect as people with disability aged 65 and over. 

Children with disability were exposed to domestic and family violence double the amount of children without disability. That is 8% compared to 4%.
 
Police and hospital data shows that children with disability were approximately 30% of all children exposed to domestic and family violence.

Children with disability were far more likely than children without disability to have child protection involvement and go into out-of-home care. Family violence is not the only reason for children to go into these systems. The data shows that:
· approximately 32% of children with disability were involved in child protection 
· [bookmark: _Toc203733142][bookmark: _Toc216124330][bookmark: _Toc216166711]36% of children with disability were in out-of-home care.
[bookmark: _Toc223424450][bookmark: _Toc203733143]What does the data show about discrimination and when people avoid situations?
Disability discrimination means when people treat you less fairly because of your disability.
The data shows that in 2022:
· almost one in five, or 17.6% of young people with disability aged 15-34 years experienced discrimination
· 3.9% of people with disability aged 65 years and over experienced discrimination 
· over half, or 51.1% of people aged 15-34 years avoided situations 
· 22.6% of people 65 years and over avoided situations. 
In this data, situations means when you are:
· visiting family or friends
· going to shops, banks, restaurants, cafes, bars
· using public transport
· going to work
· going to a public park, recreation venue, medical facility.

	What about intersectionality? 
Gender
The data shows that females with disability were more likely than males to report abuse or neglect overall. ABS uses the terms male and female in the data reports. The data shows that in 2022:
· 12.5% of females with disability reported abuse or neglect
· 9.8% of males with disability reported abuse or neglect
· 10.4% of females with disability reported emotional abuse 
· 7.4% of males with disability reported emotional abuse.
Women with disability 18-29 years are: 
· twice as likely to report experiencing sexual violence over their lifetime than same-aged women without disability 
· are at greater risk of sexual violence, particularly when they are between 15–19 years old. The data shows that around 68% of women with intellectual disability experience sexual abuse before age 18.
LGBTIQA+
The data shows that in 2022:
· 52.7% of young people with disability reported experiencing verbal harassment due to their sexuality or gender identity in the past year
· 34.7% of young people without disability reported experiencing verbal harassment due to their sexuality or gender identity in the past year
· LGBTIQA+ people with disability were almost three times more likely to experience discrimination:
· 27.7% of LGBTIQA+ people with disability experienced discrimination
· 8.7% of heterosexual people with disability experienced discrimination.
First Nations
The data shows that in 2022:
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children with disability were disproportionately exposed to domestic and family violence:
· 36% of First Nations children with disability were exposed to domestic and family violence
· 26% of First Nations children without disability were exposed to domestic and family violence
· only 3% of overall children without disability were exposed to domestic and family violence.
Regional and remote areas
The data shows that in 2022:
· young people with disability in rural or remote areas had the highest rates of experiencing verbal or physical abuse in the past year 
· 55.8% of young people with disability in rural or remote areas experienced verbal abuse
· 18.8% of young people with disability in rural or remote areas experienced physical abuse
· 41.1% of young people with disability in inner suburban areas experienced sexual assault. 



	What data do we need?
Australia does not have one national data system about disability status in:
· police records
· hospitalisations
· child protection data
· family violence services. 

The current data does not show all the places where children and young people experience abuse. For example:
· mainstream and special schools
· residential settings
· disability services
· youth justice
· online. 

There is data missing about how institutions and systems harm children and young people.

There is not enough data about how disability intersects with
· gender
· First Nations identity
· LGBTIQA+ identity
· culturally diverse backgrounds 
· socioeconomic disadvantage and advantage. 

Current data doesn’t show whether young people with disability can get 
· help from the police 
· help with legal issues
· trauma-informed care
· counselling
· help with systems for safeguarding 
· education about protective behaviours. 

We need this data to show that 
· there needs to be more services
· there are barriers to justice for children and young people with disability.



	[bookmark: _Toc203733145]
Further information	
· Our submission about a Child Safety Annual Reporting Framework is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-submission-on-a-child-safety-annual-reporting-framework>
· Our submission to the Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of People with Disability is on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/cydas-submission-to-the-australian-government-on-the-response-to-the-disability-royal-commission/> 
· There is more information about Child Safe Organisations on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/child-safe-organisations-project-report> 
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This section is about how children and young people with disability:
· have higher than average rates of volunteer and caring work
· face unique challenges to participating in their community. 
Why it matters: Children and young people with disability are active in Australian society. They contribute as 
· students
· family members
· friends
· employees
· volunteers
· advocates
· carers
· community members. 
Many children and young people with disability are strong advocates and leaders for people with disability. They use their lived experiences to try and improve systems and outcomes. But they also experience barriers to social and community participation. 
	About the data
Data in this section is from:
· government data
· ABS
· AIHW.



[bookmark: _Toc203733135][bookmark: _Toc216124332][bookmark: _Toc216166713][bookmark: _Toc223424452]What does the data say about volunteering?
One in four, or 24% of all volunteers in Australia have disability. That is 1.5 million people. 
People with disability were more likely to volunteer than people without disability. 41% of people with disability volunteer. That is higher than the national average of people who volunteer.

Children with disability are over three times more likely to take on caring roles than their peers without disability. That is 6.1% compared with 1.7%. 

The number of young people who volunteer in the general population is also high.  680,000, or 29.7% of Australians aged 18-24 years do volunteering, but rates of volunteering for young people with disability are unknown. 
[bookmark: _Toc203733136][bookmark: _Toc216124333][bookmark: _Toc216166714][bookmark: _Toc223424453][bookmark: _Toc203733137]What does the data show about social and community participation?
The data shows that in 2022, for young people aged 15-24 with disability:
· most had regular in-person contact with family or friends outside their household
· seven in ten, or 70.3% saw family or friends at least once a week
· around one in four, or 24.5% saw family or friends less than weekly, but at least once in the last three months 
· a small number, or 3.2% had not seen family or friends at all in the last three months
· more than half, or 57.7% of young people with disability spoke daily or multiple times a day with family or friends, for example, on the phone or online
· speaking daily to family or friends was more common for young women than young men
· 64.2% of young women with disability spoke daily with family or friends
· 51.1% of young men with disability spoke daily with family or friends
· 5.3% of young people said they did not speak to family or friends at all.

The data shows that in 2022, for children and young people with disability aged 15-24:
· most were satisfied with their level of social and community participation
· six in ten, or 60.2% felt satisfied most or all the time with their level of social and community participation 
· a small number, or 5% said they were dissatisfied with their level of social and community participation 
· three-quarters, or 75.4% said they were able to leave home as often as they wanted
· many wanted greater social connection, almost half, or 43.5% wanted more contact with friends or family outside their household.

The data shows that for NDIS participants aged 15-64:
· 64% said they spend their free time doing activities that interest them. That was in 2024.
· around one-quarter, or 24% were members of a sporting, hobby, or community-based club or association in 2021. That is compared with 30% of people without disability. 

People aged 65 and over were more likely to participate in clubs or associations, but in this age group:
· 35% of people with disability participated in clubs or associations
· 44% of people without disability participated in clubs or associations. 
[bookmark: _Toc203733138][bookmark: _Toc216124334][bookmark: _Toc216166715]

[bookmark: _Toc223424454]What stops children and young people participating?
In 2022, for young people with disability aged 15-24 years:
· there were a lot of barriers to participation
· more than two-thirds, or 68.2% said they had difficulties participating in social or community activities in the past three months. The rates were similar for young men and women:
· 67% of young men said they had difficulties participating in social or community activities in the past three months
· 72% of young women said they had difficulties participating in social or community activities in the past three months.
· the most common barriers:
· two in three, or 66.2% said cost 
· more than half, or 56.8% said anxiety 
· one in three, or 38.5% said their own disability or condition.

In 2021, for people with disability:
· rates of satisfaction with their community were lower than for people without disability. The rates were lower for young people with disability
· loneliness and social isolation were higher than for people without disability. The rates were higher for young people with disability.
· 44% aged 15–24 were not satisfied with their community. That is compared with: 
· 27% of people aged 15-24 without disability
· 37% of people aged 25-44 with disability
· 33% of people aged 45-64 with disability
· 25% of people aged 65 and over with disability.
· 29% of people with disability aged 15–64 experienced loneliness. That is compared with 17% of people without disability.
· 38% of people with severe or profound disability experienced loneliness
· 34% of people aged 15–24 experienced loneliness. That is compared with:
· 31% of people aged 25–44
· 27% of people aged 45–64
· 19% of people aged 65+.
· people with disability aged 15–64 were twice as likely to experience social isolation as those without disability. For all age groups:  
· 21% of people aged 15–24 experienced social isolation
· 21% of people aged 25–44 experienced social isolation
· 18% of people aged 45–64 experienced social isolation
· 9% of people aged 65 and over experienced social isolation. That is compared with 5.7% in the same age group without disability.
[bookmark: _Toc216124335][bookmark: _Toc216166716][bookmark: _Toc223424455]What does the data show about peer support and lived experience expertise?
Many young people with disability do a lot for advocacy and peer-led initiatives, but there are no statistics about: 
· how many children and young people with disability are peer support workers. The data is not collected or reported in a coordinated way. 
· the number of young people with a disability who work as lived experience workers. 

	What data do we need?
Most national data is about adults or has broad age groups. There is not a lot of information about 
· how children and young people with disability participate, for example, in clubs, sport, cultural activities, recreation
· how often they engage
· what supports they need to participate.

There is no system for collecting data about accessibility, inclusion, or participation for young people with disability in 
· schools
· youth centres
· organised sport
· after-school programs
· arts programs
· online communities
· community events.

The ABS does not collect data about young people and
· barriers to using transport
· the lack of accessible programs
· social exclusion
· experiences of discrimination
· sensory environments
· the availability of support workers.

Young people with disability contribute significantly to community life but there is no data about:
· how much informal volunteering they do
· if they have leadership roles
· how they use advocacy and advocates
· if they have advisory positions
· peer-led initiatives by young people with disability.

There is an increasing number of young people in the workforce and in leadership but there is no system-level data about:
· how many young people
· their roles
· training
· the impact of young peer support workers or lived experience workers with disability. 

While the ABS Survey on Ageing, Disability and Carers has data about carers, it does not have data about other volunteering or community participation for children and young people with disability.



	[bookmark: _Toc203733139]Further information
· There are more statistics about volunteering by young people on the The Centre for Volunteering website: <https://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/resources/key-facts-youth/> 
· There is information about how to help more children and young people do advocacy on our website: <https://cyda.org.au/strengthening-participation-of-children-and-young-people-with-disability-in-advocacy/>
· There are reports about the Youth Survey on the Mission Australia website: <https://prod.missionaustralia.com.au/what-we-do/evidence-impact-and-advocacy/research/reports/>



References about social and community participation
Australian Bureau of Statistics (2020). General Social Survey: Summary results, Australia. <https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/people-and-communities/general-social-survey-summary-results-australia/latest-release>.
Australian Bureau of Statistics (2022). Disability, ageing and carers, Australia: Summary of findings. <https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/health/disability/disability-ageing-and-carers-australia-summary-findings/latest-release>. 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2024). People with disability in Australia – Social inclusion and community support. <https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/disability/people-with-disability-in-australia/contents/social-support/social-inclusion>. 
Department of Social Services and Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic Social Research
(2022). Household, Income and Labour Dynamics in Australia Survey, Release 21. <https://dataverse.ada.edu.au/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=doi:10.26193/KXNEBO> 
NDIA (2022). Getting out in the world report. <https://dataresearch.ndis.gov.au/research-and-evaluation/improving-outcomes-participants/social-inclusion-and-community-access-research>. 
The Centre for Volunteering (2024). Barriers to volunteering: People with disability. <https://volunteering.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/51000440198-barriers-to-volunteering>. 
Volunteering Australia (2024) Youth Volunteering Key Statistics factsheet. <https://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/resources/key-facts-youth>.


[bookmark: _Toc215482212][bookmark: _Toc216124336][bookmark: _Toc216166717][bookmark: _Toc223424456]Conclusion 
This report has data from a range of publicly available sources. We have used this data to show what we know about the experiences of children and young people with disability in Australia. 
We have grouped the information into ten key topics:
· demographics
· early childhood education and care
· education
· employment
· health and wellbeing
· housing
· transport and infrastructure
· income and finance
· NDIS
· safety and justice
· social and community participation. 
We have tried to make the data information more accessible for:
· children and young people with disability
· families and carers 
· support workers
· policymakers
· service providers 
· community members.
We did not use new information. We have shown you the data and where we got the data from. The data and information in our report helps us understand: 
· where young people are thriving
· where there are challenges and barriers 
· how intersecting things like gender, culture, and location might affect your experiences. 
We found there is not enough information that is age-specific and disability-specific. We think more data will help make sure young people with disability are part of reporting, decision making, and policymaking.
Even though there is not enough data, the information in our report is evidence that can be used for inclusive policy planning, service delivery, and public conversations. 
[bookmark: _Toc215482213][bookmark: _Toc216124337][bookmark: _Toc216166718]By putting these statistics in one report, we hope to help more informed decision-making. We want children and young people with disability to be seen and heard in national conversations. 
[bookmark: _Toc223424457]Key policies and legislation
This section is about laws and government documents in Australia that apply to children and young people people with disability.
We want Australia to have a specific policy framework for children and young people with disability. However, there are already international, national, and state/territory-level policy frameworks and legislation that apply to children and young people in Australia, as well as to people with disability. These documents promote and uphold the rights and safety of children and young people with disability. 
International
· United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child: an international treaty about the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights of all children. Australia ratified the UNCRC in 1990. UNCRC website: <https://www.unicef.org.au/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child?srsltid=AfmBOor8FLEw8dzvnd4dnNS1il66d04yRTBhkn6wfv8Tuk4HfTeyKIVa>
· United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: an international treaty about full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by persons with disabilities. Australia ratified the UNCRPD in 2008. UNCRPD website: <https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/disability-rights/united-nations-convention-rights-persons-disabilities-uncrpd>
National
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle: a national framework that aims to make sure child protection systems uphold the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children to be raised in family, community, and culture. Child Placement Principle website: <https://www.families.qld.gov.au/our-work/child-safety/parents-families/ongoing-intervention/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-peoples/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-child-placement-principle>
· Australian Human Rights Commission Act 1986: the Australian Human Rights Commission provides a framework for promoting and protecting human rights in Australia. AHRC website: <https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2004A03366/2021-09-11/text>
· Australia’s Disability Strategy 2021-31: a national framework that aims to create an inclusive society where people with disability can participate fully and equally across all aspects of life. ADS website: <https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/australias-disability-strategy>
· Disability Discrimination Act 1992: an Australian law that makes it illegal to discriminate against people with disability for employment, education, access to places, and provision of goods and services. DDA website: <https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2004A04426/2018-04-12/text>
· Disability Standards for Education 2005: the rules for education providers to make sure students with disability have equal rights to access and participate in education. DSE website: <https://www.education.gov.au/disability-standards-education-2005>
· Disability Standards for Accessible Public Transport 2002: the minimum accessibility requirements for public transport services and infrastructure to make sure people with disability have equitable access. Disability Standards for Transport website: <https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2005B01059/latest/text>
· Early Years Strategy 2024-2034: a national framework about how the Australian Government will help children aged 0-5 and their families to learn and develop. Early Years Strategy website: <https://www.dss.gov.au/early-years-strategy>
· Family Law Act 1975: this law includes divorce, parenting arrangements, property division, and spousal maintenance, with a focus on the best interests of the child. Family Law Act website: <https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2004A00275/2019-03-10/text>
· National Agreement on Closing the Gap: a national agreement for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and governments to work together for equality and improved health outcomes for all Australians. Closing the Gap website: <https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement>
· National Agreement on Social Housing and Homelessness: a national agreement between all levels of government to help people experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness; and support housing providers. NASHH website: <https://treasury.gov.au/policy-topics/housing/housing-homelessness-strategy/national-agreement-social-housing-and-homelessness>
· National Best Practice Framework for Early Childhood Intervention: guidance about best practice in early childhood intervention for families and people working with children. Early Childhood Best Practice Framework website: <https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/national-best-practice-framework-for-early-childhood-intervention>
· National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) Act 2013 and NDIS Amendment Bill 2024: the legal framework for the NDIS, providing support to Australians with significant and permanent disability, with reforms to improve equity, sustainability, and participant experience. NDIS website: <https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=r7181>
· National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children 2021-31: a national plan about improving the safety, wellbeing, and development of children and young people. National Framework for Australia's Children website: <https://www.dss.gov.au/child-protection/resource/national-framework-protecting-australias-children-2021-2031>
· Royal Commissions: independent public inquiries that make recommendations for improvements to government, for example the Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of People with Disability; and the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. Royal Commission website: <https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/>


States and territories
· Australian Capital Territory: Disability Services Act 1991, Children and Young People Act 2006, Human Rights Act 2004
· New South Wales: Disability Inclusion Act 2014, Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998, Anti-Discrimination Act 1977
· Northern Territory: Disability Services Act 2012, Care and Protection of Children Act 2007, Anti-Discrimination Act 1992
· Queensland: Disability Services Act 2006, Child Protection Act 1999, Human Rights Act 2019
· South Australia: Disability Inclusion Act 2018, Children and Young People (Safety) Act 2017, Equal Opportunity Act 1984
· Tasmania: Disability Services Act 2011, Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1997, Anti-Discrimination Act 1998
· Victoria: Disability Act 2006, Children, Youth and Families Act 2005, Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, Equal Opportunity Act 2010
· Western Australia: Disability Services Act 1993, Children and Community Services Act 2004, Equal Opportunity Act 1984
· Each state and territory also has legislation for Child Safe Standards.
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